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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, November 20, 2020, at 8:15 a.m. 

House of Representatives 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 

The House met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 19, 2020. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY 
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

IN DEFENSE OF GOVERNOR GAVIN 
NEWSOM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning in defense of Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom, who recently de-
fied his own idiotic COVID edicts as he 
partied at one of the few restaurants 
that has not yet been forced out of 
business. I defend him because he was 
doing what we once all did in a free so-
ciety, make our own decisions over 
what risks we are willing to run and 
what precautions we are willing to 
take according to our own cir-
cumstances to protect our own health. 

Yes, COVID is a nasty bug, and a 
quarter of a million Americans have 
died while having it, but this isn’t the 
bubonic plague. The CDC’s best esti-
mate is that if you are under 49, your 
chance for surviving COVID, if you get 
it, is 99.92 percent. Even if you are over 
70, you have a 94.6 percent rate of re-
covery. Forty percent who get it, don’t 
even know they have it. And yet we 
have allowed our officials to ruin our 
quality of life over it, destroying 
countless businesses, throwing tens of 
millions into unemployment, robbing 
our children of their educations, and 
shredding our most cherished rights as 
Americans. 

Governor Newsom’s night of partying 
should be a wake-up call for every 
American. 

Every time we step outside our 
homes, the risks that we face multiply. 
A free society assumes that its citizens 
are competent to assess those risks, 
balance them against the avoidance 
costs, and to manage their decisions in 
a generally responsible way. It is called 
common sense, and it is a necessary 

prerequisite for self-government and 
liberty. 

The choices of an octogenarian with 
emphysema might be very different 
from those of a healthy Governor from 
California. Only a fool would claim the 
omniscience to make an informed judg-
ment for every person in every cir-
cumstance in every community. Yet 
sadly, this crisis has revealed that 
fools abound in public office, and that 
a fool with power can quickly become a 
petty tyrant. 

Which brings us back to Governor 
Newsom. These government nannies 
love to tell us that they are just fol-
lowing the science. Well, what does 
this science actually tell us? It tells us 
that COVID poses virtually no risk to 
children but can be severe among the 
elderly. So what did these lockdown 
leftists do? They closed all the schools 
and ordered infected patients into 
nursing homes. 

The science tells us that outdoor 
transmissions of the virus are ex-
tremely rare, and that 80 percent of in-
fections occur in people’s homes. So 
what did these lockdown leftists do? 
They closed our beaches, parks, and 
campgrounds and ordered people to 
stay at home. 

The science tells us that obesity is a 
contributing factor to the severity of 
the disease. So what did these 
lockdown leftists do? They closed all 
the gyms and kept the liquor stores 
open. 

The lockdowns haven’t saved lives. 
The States with the most stringent 
lockdowns generally have the highest 
mortality rates from COVID. Utah 
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stayed open while next door, Colorado 
shut down. Utah currently has half the 
COVID mortality rate and three- 
fourths the unemployment rate as Col-
orado. But the lockdowns have cost 
countless lives from suicides, drug and 
alcohol abuse, domestic violence, and 
deferred health screenings and treat-
ments. 

Recently, Governor Newsom de-
manded that restaurant diners replace 
their masks after every bite, but also 
minimize the times they are taken off. 
I guess that means you take really big 
bites. Thanksgiving dinners are al-
lowed in California, but only when they 
are held outside, guests are seated 6 
feet apart, and they last no more than 
2 hours. Now it is all right to use the 
bathroom, but only if it is frequently 
sanitized, otherwise presumably you 
will just have to use the bushes. And 
for God’s sake, no singing. 

I have wondered how much longer the 
American people are going to tolerate 
this nonsense. 

So let us not criticize Governor 
Newsom. Perhaps he has just offered us 
all deliverance from his own folly. 

Nor should we criticize the California 
legislators who ignored travel and 
quarantine restrictions to junket in 
Hawaii. Nor should we ridicule Speaker 
PELOSI for choosing not to wear a mask 
in a hair salon that was forced to close 
for the rest of us. 

Good for them. They are dem-
onstrating by their actions the freedom 
that every American citizen needs to 
reclaim from these very same people. 
The Governor should make his own de-
cisions about running his own life. I 
only ask that he and his ilk would stop 
telling us how to run ours. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL RURAL 
HEALTH DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. O’HALLERAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of National Rural 
Health Day. 

I am proud to represent Arizona’s 
First Congressional District. Our dis-
trict is larger than the State of Illi-
nois, and it is one of the most rural in 
the country. 

Many of my constituents must spend 
hours traveling hundreds of miles to 
access any kind of care, let alone spe-
cialist care. 

This year, the COVID–19 pandemic 
has hit our rural communities espe-
cially hard. 

In March, we passed the CARES Act: 
Sweeping legislation to address the 
coronavirus pandemic and provide re-
lief to struggling healthcare facilities 
workers, families, small businesses, 
and Tribes. 

Within this package, we pushed to in-
clude $8 billion in funding specifically 
for our rural Tribal Nations. We also 
secured over $1 billion to support the 
Indian Health Service in Tribal health 
systems. 

The CARES Act included $200 million 
for new rural telehealth services and 
$3.1 billion in funding for community 
health centers. 

But this is not enough. We need to 
pass a new, comprehensive COVID–19 
package now. 

A TALK ABOUT LIFE 
Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

want to divert for a second from what 
I have written here and talk about life. 

When I became a police officer a 
while back, I did it because I wanted to 
save lives. And right now, our doctors 
and our nurses across this country are 
doing that with limited help and with 
the need for more supplies. 

So our businesses are struggling. 
But when I would go to a door and 

knock on that door when I was a homi-
cide investigator and tell someone’s 
loved one that their son or daughter 
had died suddenly through violence, it 
was one of the harshest things I had to 
do in life, and I had to do it way too 
many times. 

And now I sit here almost 4 years and 
see a national emergency declared, and 
month after month after month we 
have not made a decision to help the 
American people again. Families are 
being broken up. We all care about 
families. People are suffering because 
they have lost their jobs. We care 
about that, I know, all of us. 

I know that each and every one of us, 
if we had a family member that was 
about to die, that we would want to be 
there by their side, but also, we would 
do everything we could to save that 
life. And, yet, here we sit as a body, 
and the Senate sits as a body, and the 
administration is here, and month 
after month after month we have failed 
to address these severe problems with-
in our country. 

Whatever Governors do, they do. 
That is because part of the issue is that 
we haven’t provided enough responsi-
bility and direction. 

But the other part of it is that we 
just haven’t gotten our job done. After 
4 years I sit here and look out and 
know that 1,800 fellow Americans died 
yesterday and a thousand more the day 
before and a thousand more the day be-
fore that, and the amount of cases are 
going up and spiraling. Thank God the 
healthcare industry has found some 
ways to help our families. 

But the vaccine is not around the 
corner. It is months away from having 
any impact; months away. And people 
will still die; our fellow Americans. We 
cannot allow this to happen. 

We are going to be going on Thanks-
giving break. Really? I couldn’t com-
prehend it when we left for the summer 
and our fellow Americans were dying. I 
really can’t comprehend going home 
for Thanksgiving and not working as 
hard as I can before that to make sure 
that our American families do not have 
to suffer anymore. 

When I worked in the Chicago neigh-
borhoods as a police officer, people 
were suffering then without this going 
on. And now they are suffering even 
worse. 

This is something that I signed up 
for, to save lives as a police officer, and 
to do that here as much as we can. And 
we should all be going in that direc-
tion. I know you want to. I know we 
want to, but we have to show it. 

We can say to leadership, go leader-
ship and negotiate. Us being here is a 
way of making sure they and our coun-
try know that we care. We care enough 
to not just go away week after week 
after week and not allow the people of 
America to know their leaders are here 
for them. 

f 

HONORING THE WILL OF THE 
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN) for 
5 minutes. 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Mr. Speaker, on November 3, 
Puerto Rican voters made a clear 
choice to become a permanent part of 
this Union, to become a State in equal 
footing and equal responsibility to the 
50 States. 

As it was done in Alaska and Hawaii, 
voters were asked a straightforward 
question: ‘‘Should Puerto Rico be ad-
mitted as a State of the Union?’’ And, 
yes, an absolute majority voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
Statehood gained more votes than any 
candidate or party ticket on the island. 
I was the most voted candidate 
islandwide, and statehood still received 
well over 100,000 more votes. 

The people of Puerto Rico have re-
peatedly voted to end territorial sta-
tus. In 2012, voters answered ‘‘no’’ to 
the question on continuing the terri-
torial status on the island, and in all 
votes since then, the majority of bal-
lots for change has favored statehood. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Puerto 
Rico have democratically chosen what 
their future should be. What is Con-
gress waiting for? 

It is our duty to respect the will of 
the people of Puerto Rico. This is a di-
rect mandate to move to statehood, 
and it is Congress’ responsibility to act 
and do it. Keeping the current condi-
tion cannot be justified by any means. 
There are a lot of assumptions and 
false claims being made by both sides 
of the aisle on the issue of Puerto 
Rico’s statehood—claims that are mis-
taken and only try to invalidate the 
will of the people. 

The American citizens in Alaska and 
Hawaii were not met with proposals to 
try some other different solution or 
meet some special precondition, so why 
should we? 

Congress needs to respond to this 
vote to achieve the goal of getting 
Puerto Rico a legal status where our 
American citizens stand on the same 
footing as those in the rest of the Na-
tion. 

This is the right thing to do. Inequal-
ity is not sustainable. 

For over 100 years our young men and 
women have fought in America’s wars 
side by side with their fellow citizens 
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